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Book Department yj"j 

English Composition by Practice. By Edward R. Shaw, Ph.D. 
New York : Henry Holt and Co. 1892. pp. 203. 

This book is a work of practical value. It is designed to sys- 
tematize the work of teaching English according to the natural 
method, to arouse the thoughtful interest of the pupil and to lead 
him to develop a good style of expression, as its title suggests, by 
practice. The author shows logically how this may be done ; not 
by means of any set rules and directions, — which usually dwarf 
father than stimulate the young writer's development, — but by 
making use of the pupil's power of observation, however limited 
it may be at first, and by comparisons, contrasts and inferences, 
seeking to have him become his own teacher of the principles of 
expression generally observed by good writers. The work is ar- 
ranged so that the study of principles and the constant applica- 
tion of the principles are carried on in parallel lines. The book 
begins with punctuation, with a preliminary course in capitals for 
those who are found to be deficient therein. The author shows 
how, if these subjects are taught rationally and practice is had in 
applying the principles, not upon detached sentences, but in con- 
nected composition, the pupil will feel their usefulness and will 
acquire the habit of using the marks of punctuation as he writes. 
It is made clear that the principal object of punctuation is "to 
exhibit to the eye the construction of a sentence so that at first 
sight the reader may get the meaning of what is written." The 
pupil is taught to insert a mark of punctuation only when the 
reason for such insertion is known, and to omit the mark alto- 
gether if he does not know exactly why it is needed. In this way 
he does not acquire the habit of putting in too many marks, so 
common to most pupils beginning the study of punctuation, but 
learns to punctuate with common sense to dictate. This illus- 
trates the general methods followed by Professor Shaw in teach- 
ing sentence-structure, variety of expression, figurative language, 
letter-writing, etc. 

The composition work begins with the reproduction of short 
stories. This is followed by what the author calls inventions, in 
which the sequels of interesting tales are omitted and the stories 
completed according as the pupil's imagination prompts. Sug- 
gestive pictures furnish subjects for complete sketches, varied by 
dialogue to develop versatility. Various kinds of composition 
may be written according to the outlines given for short papers. 
Thus by a logical, easy and natural method the pupil is prepared 
to take up and pursue with intelligence the study of essay-writ- 
ing. In this study, outlines furnished by the teachers are sug- 
gested for the pupil's assistance. 

A feature of Professor Shaw's work that deserves special men- 
tion is the persistency with which he insists upon the idea of unity 
in composition work. The conventional use of detached sentences 
for example and exercise has been discarded and selections and 
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stories, each of which is a unit in itself, have been substituted. 
In studying and working upon these, not only does the pupil 
"learn what a whole is," but he is, besides, led to an appreciation 
both of sequence of thought and of transition and connection in 
construction. His writing, therefore, will not be of the patch- 
work kind so common in rhetoric classes. With this idea promi- 
nent, Composition by Practice becomes very useful as a prepara- 
tion for literature-composition work, with which our secondary 
schools are now becoming more familiar. Many teachers who do 
not wish to follow a text-book closely, will find this book filled 
with practical suggestions, and, as a text-book in the hands of a 
patient and careful teacher, it will be found not only to be of val- 
ue, but a great factor in attaining the success so difficult to attain 
in the teaching of English. Under ordinarily favorable condi- 
tions no pupil can pursue, for any considerable time, a course 
along the lines indicated therein, without becoming quite profi- 
cient in the use of idiomatic English. 

The opinions expressed in this review are based upon an expe- 
rience in teaching composition according to the same general 
plan, before the work appeared, and, since its appearance, in 
making the instruction more efficient by its use as a teacher's help. 

Duncan Campbell Lee. 

Cascadilla School, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Deutschlands hbheres Sckulwesen im neunsehtiten Jahrhundert. 
By Professor Dr. Conrad Retwisch. 6% x Qj4 in. pp. viii 
+200+53. R- Gaertners Verlagsbuchhandlung. 

It is interesting to know that the impulse that produced the 
work before us came from the Chicago Exposition. The work 
is divided into (1) Inheritance from the Past, which gives an ad- 
mirable description of the development of German education down 
to what may be called the beginning of the modern period which 
dates from the crushing of the Prussian nation at the battle of 
Jena ; (2) The Longing for the German Empire, which discusses 
the period of the new birth of Prussia and of the German nation- 
al spirit, beginning with the words of King Frederick William 
III, ' ' the State must restore through intellectual power what it 
has lost in physical strength ; ' ' (3) The Struggle for the Founda- 
tion of the German Empire, covering the period from 1840-70 ; (4) 
The Period of the Erection and Expansion of the German Empire 
since i8?q. The development of the school system is thus divided 
into periods according to the great historical movements of the 
nation. In no land has education been so bound up with nation- 
al life as in Prussia, and what is true there has been sympatheti- 
cally true to some extent of the other German States ; this di- 
vision is therefore thoroughly fitting. The concluding chapter in 
which the author has been aided by a number of prominent Ger- 
man educators, is devoted to the development of method in the 



